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INQUA Commissions’ Early 
Career Researcher (ECR) AwardS

INQUA Commissions include a vibrant mix of senior and early-career researchers (ECRs) and serve as hubs for scientific exchange, collaborative activities, and career development. The contribution of ECRs is vital to the life and sustainability of the Commissions and toward the goals of INQUA.

The Commission ECR Awards, granted by each of the five INQUA Commissions, aim to recognise ECRs with outstanding achievements in their careers so far, and who have significantly contributed to INQUA activities (e.g., publications in INQUA journals, convening sessions at the INQUA Congress, and leading or participating in INQUA-funded projects).

The ECR awards have a unified set of regulations but will be independently awarded, managed, and adjudicated by the respective Commission Officers and Scientific Boards under the supervision of the INQUA Executive Committee.

The call for applications will be launched in the year preceding the INQUA Congress and promoted through the INQUA website and social media channels. The award recipients will be formally recognised during the Congress, both at the General Assembly meeting and at the Commission meetings.

Each award will include:
· A certificate of recognition.
· Complimentary registration fee waiver for the INQUA Congress.
· An invited presentation in a special session highlighting outstanding INQUA ECRs.

Application guidelines
Applicants must be registered members of an INQUA Commission and qualify as Early Career Researchers* according to the INQUA statutes and bylaws. Moreover, they must have submitted an abstract to the INQUA Congress to be considered for the award.
Applicants must submit the following documents by the application deadline:
· An application form.
· A scientific CV (maximum 2 pages).
· A list of up to five significant publications relevant to the commission’s research scope, with at least one published in an official INQUA journal.  
· One letter of recommendation from a senior researcher not affiliated with the applicant’s institution.
· A personal statement (maximum 1 page) describing the relevance and impact of their research within the commission’s focus and INQUA’s general mission, as well as their contributions to Commission activities and any outreach or societal implications of their work.
· A copy of their abstract submitted to the next INQUA Congress.

*An Early Career Researcher (ECR) is a scientist who has been awarded a PhD within the previous eight years. 

Current INQUA ECR representatives are not eligible to apply for this call, as they will serve on the evaluation committee. 

Evaluation Process
Each Commission will form its own evaluation committee, composed of Commission Officers, members of the Advisory Board and one representative from the Executive Committee.
Each Commission committee will assess complete applications based on:
· The quality and impact of the candidate’s scientific outputs and CV.
· The alignment of the research with the Commission’s themes.
· The candidate’s contributions to INQUA initiatives.
· The broader relevance and societal impact of the research.
Award recipients will be selected by their respective Commissions, and the results will be confirmed and formally announced by the Executive Committee (ExComm). The awards will be presented at the INQUA Congress during the General Assembly meeting. The awardees will also be recognized during the meetings of their respective Commissions, where they will be invited to deliver a brief presentation outlining their research activities.

2027 Call
The call for applications will close on May 31st, 2026.
Applicants must be registered as a member of an INQUA Commission and have submitted an abstract to the INQUA Congress (Lucknow, India, 28 January – 3 February 2027).
Documents (as a single PDF file) must be sent to the following email address: info@inqua.org
The award recipients will be formally contacted in autumn 2026.

How to join Commissions?
INQUA includes 5 Commissions. Check the links below to check Commissions’ topics and fill the form to register as a Commission member.
HABCOM – Humans and Biosphere Commission
CMP – Coastal and Marine Processes
PALCOM – Palaeoclimate
SACCOM – Stratigraphy and Chronology
TERPRO – Terrestrial Processes, Deposits and History








2027 INQUA Commissions’ ECR Award 
Application Form

A. Applicant

Title:
Personal name:
Family name:
Date of Birth:
Date of PhD:
Present position:
Institutional address:
Email:

Affiliated to:
[  ]  HABCOM – Human and Biosphere Commission
[  ]  CMP – Coastal and Marine Processes
[  ]  PALCOM – Palaeoclimate
[  ]  SACCOM – Stratigraphy and Chronology
[  ]  TERPRO – Terrestrial Processes, Deposits and History

B. Recommender contact
Title:
Personal name:
Family name:
Present position and address:
Email:
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